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24 Hours of Dusting Wheels and Rolling Tires

By NICK KURCZEWSKI
LE Maxs, France
EONE told me that there |s no
sleep better than the sleep after the 24
Hours of Le Mans. But 23 hours into
the race, which took place Last weekend on
8.4 miles of public roads about an hour and a
Pars, e Core

vette Racing team was close to dazing.
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dwn, second in class,

Corvette
mechanic, security guard and caterer
watched and boped as rain fell and the cars
roared down the soaked racetrack.

an after from s Corvetts Racing
team to watch the mndlhnm
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RUSNER-UP The team's No. 63 meecar,

‘was not recommended. After scraping bits
of rubber out of the wheel rims and
‘wiping dust off the spokes, each set
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The team said yes, and it was agreed that
tremipm (Sam EST) June 18mipm.

June 17, 1 would trade my
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The of the

race, suited up ina
Corvette team uniform, | couldn't resist
through the paddock 1o watch the wmmmanm
mmmwwhﬁlmﬁy their long day of staring st laptops and pro-
driver. Over the i b driv
T, Y team on er mmm-u
p ay \ Rt — 43 shifts
Out of nowhere. a curly-haired F 15,00 -
teenager dashed over and asked for my One engineer poltited out that each Corvette
‘wasn't a driver, then his mm' m."mmmmg
‘and black marker back in my face. bokirolnt-cm

“In O.K.," be said in a thick accent, a smile
from ear toear.
Back in the pit lane, [

aT-liter V-8 producing 380 horsepower.
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sotne fun now.” e said with a laugh. Mr.
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Tho Corvettes competed in the GT1 cate-
pory, ane of four classes. The top two cate-
gories — LMP1 and LMP2 — feature pure
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ogENT The author earns his keep,
canmt be doge at the same time. The Car-

which is I heat

and hurmidity than regular atr. The amount
y

specific job to do.
The team was an arn

racecars unrelated to any you see on the vette C6.R rumbled toa “The fuel nozale
mms‘n -mm- went nm?-;muu
like Corvettes, Aston took 33 10 hang
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tank was full, hydrautic jacks lifted the
cllm.h!lhlhhmmﬂdlilm WMHIM ‘were replaced. i

everyone sprang (o action. A new sed of tires
was A

Air wrenches shrieked The crew jumped
out of the way. The all-clear was given to the
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larse under its own powes for repair. The

driver cannot walk away from the car to gt
spare parts, and no mechanics can touch the
car outside of pit lane. A small tool kit is
placed in every racecar for the driver 1o
make emergency repairs.

But this was terminal: a broken drive-

shaft. The mood was though prafes-
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Ieg car, No. 3. Car 64 would sit until it was
Ttowed after the race.

As
my duties were a welcome relief from look-
uummmmmmm

m:m. 4 s

few minutes of shoep,
foiding chairs. Had it boen the 25 Hours of

o st
chawics and wchnkclans; "'""""'""" s the car pulled driver. Barety 40 seconds after it pulled tn, ...,h'
lmwmwmmumw lane. Nervous final adjustments were made mmmmuwmmmm my Le Mans indoctrination by tipping a cold
every - e " o o by the re- other team beer over my head. “We'll got them next
Le Mans rules dictate that only seven jpita. Because the Corvette's carbon-fiber . 1 '
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Nick Kurczewsk is a freelance writer based
in Paris.

Elaves

notepad.




