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£ The Simplex drive
was fun if uneventful.

7 Gekting into the
spirik of thi avent.

As the first car to carry the Mercedes nameplare, a car like
double phacton rourer was the choice of the rich and famous, a
Mercedes-Benz SLR McLaren for the dawn of the 20th century. The
Simplex models had more power and 2 much lower centre of graviry than
other vehicles of the day. In the early 1900s most cars relied on feeble

single- or vwin-cylinder engines, whose horsepower output could be
A Mercedes Simplex 28/32k

counted on two hands (sometimes one

mn

offered 32bhyp ar 1,200rpm via its four nder engine, an H gate shifrer
parteen with four forward speeds and reverse, plus 2 rebular honeyeomb
radiator mounted ahead of the burtertl
Refined it might have been, but keeping the 4,230mm long, luxury
Mereedes going strong is not always casy. Rows of bright brass gauges on
the passenger's side of the dash adjust il and gas pressure. The hand
crank rakes enormous effors 1o spin round. Once

wing hood.

engine finally

signalling it is time to sprine

'I'IJI

catches, it emits a slow chug-a-chu

back and adjuse the hand throttle and ignition levers locaed in the centre
of the st germg wheel.
Diespite encountering plenty of heavy raffic along the route, Peter

sa:d mastering the Simplex's conrrols is not veo difficult, One key rule:

EVENT

LONDON TO BRIGHTON VETERAN CAR RUN

Toasting the success
af the 1904 Simplex.

Brighton seafront wasa
lovely end to a memorable
veteran Mercedes drive.

braking with the |:.'i[|:m.1.|]_1' mounted hand brake 15 point less, as the
system only sends braking power to the car’s wooden spoke rear wheels.
There are no front brakes. Berver to stick with the foot aperated
rransmission brake thar is strange

accessible courtesy of two pedals
mounted either side of the centre throwle pedal. Given a firm shove, the

1,250

z Mercedes comes 10 an efficient stop

PLENTY LEFT TO GIVE

Breaks in the busy watfic finally lex the Mercedes nudge against its top
speed of around 40mph and claw back time lost to pit stops for coffes,
aleisurely lunch break in Crawley and a minor clurch adjustment. Before
we knew it, Bnghton Pier was in view: Crossing the finish line, we

Iy placed a glass of bubbly ztop the car's
radiator. Wind burned cheeks and a righr arm weary from waving for

L

roasted our success and duti I
seven hours aside, we felr surprisingly refreshed and the Mercedes
ady 1o haul us back vo London.

The world's longest running movoring event and a giant moving street
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is all the berrer for ir. Long may it continue.
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