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[hoee who appreciate fine watches

.aim have an understanding of the time and the history

that goes into creating a quality timepiece. However, for
whatever reason, history and tradition can be lost or very
nearly forgotten.

Such is the case with the first Vanderbilt Cup races,
held in Long Island over 100 years ago. This race was the
spark that ignited our nation’s interest in auto racing
long before American racing legends like Phil Hill, Dan
Gurney or Mario Andretti took to the track. In earl

Smoking #12 Clement-Bayard of
France at the Start Line inWestbury.
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October 2004 — after months of hard work and planning
1“.\' event organizers Llnkl \'Ullln{'l_'t‘r.\' et ['hL' V;ll‘ldul‘hilt
Cup regained its place in history.

On Oct. 8, 1904, William K. Vanderbilt Jr. turned 30
miles of public roads mostly in Nassau County with a few
miles in Queens, into a racecourse so that he and his
tycoon friends could play with their new toys called auto-
mobiles. The Vanderbilt Cup, contested annually, quick-
ly became America’s most prestigious auto race, drawing
an international field and crowds of 300,000.
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