SHINY AND OLD This
53 Packard limo .
gleamed at last year's
Empire Autorama.

VROOM WITH A VIEW

The Lambda Car Club puts classic autos in the spotlight this weekend at
the second annual Empire Autorama By Nick Kurczewski

DUAL ENGINES Lambda's Mike Butier got an idea
from Congresswoman Carolyn Maloney about how to
snip the red tape barring the first Empire Autorama.
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he Lambda Car Club is set to deliver a
high-octane dose of gay pride to New
York City. For more than 20 years, the
group has catered to gay men who pre-
fer the roar of arace car to the best of Babs, and
this Saturday, the club’s Empire Region will roll
into Dag Hammarskjold Plaza for its second
annual Empire Autorama car show. Pride flags
will fly from row upon row of gleaming clas-
sics and modern sports cars as the club cele-
brates its discrete corner of the community.
But don’t let the glitz fool vou: The road to the
Autorama has taken many twists and turns,
and run across potholes and through detours.
“Hunky Pennsylvania Dutch boys” in-
spired Lambda Car Club founder and presi-
dent emeritus John Ball to start the
organization. In 1981, he'd been out for about
four years but was still married, and his wife
remained supportive, even helping with his
entry into gay culture. Ball, who was in his
mid-forties, was fast becoming disillu-
sioned—he worried that he'd never find a lov
ing relationship with a man. “1 was looking for
a boyfriend,” the car buff says, “and [ wanted
to meet someone with the same interests.”
In August of that yvear, Ball attended a car
show and swap meet in Macungie, Pennsylva-

nia. As he was surrounded by hundreds of
handsome, young, shirtless men, it struck him
that someone, somewhere in that massof shim-
mering flesh had to be gay. His wife suggested
he put an ad in Hemmings Motor News for an
openly gay car club. The monthly magazine is
well known among classic-car fans, and Ball
figured chances were good that some male
readers enjoyed a nice set of pecs as much as
they did a nice set of wheels. He contacted his
friend Terry Ehrich, then the publisher of
Hemmings, about placing an ad for a club
called the Gay Old Car Owners Society. Ehrich
(who died last year) was encouraging, and the
ad “ended up in the Services Offered section,”
says Ball, now 67, with a laugh.

Numerous readers complained, he says, so
the club’s ad never ran again. The onetime
placement, however, provided the spark
needed to push Ball's project into high gear.
He received dozens of letters from gay classic-
car fans, all eager to meet other gay men with
a similar passion. Ball excitedly went to
work, organizing the first club event at a car
show in Atlantic City in February 1982, The
first 25 members met and held elections for
officers at a gay-friendly bed-and-breakfast
off the boardwalk.
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